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HOMEMAKERS*  CHAT  MONDAY ,  SEPTEMBER  30,  1940. 

(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 

SUBJECT;  "PALL  PLANTING  FOR  SPRING  BLOOM."    Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Plant 
Industry,  U.S.D.A. 
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The  flowers  that  bloom  in  the  spring,  very  likely  were  planted  in  the  fall. 
An  old  gardening  rule  says;  "Plant  "before  winter  for  early  spring  bloom."    This  rule 
holds  good  not  only  for  the  spring-flowering  bulbs,  but  also  for  many  perennials  and 
even  for  the  seeds  of  some  annuals. 

Plants  that  can  establish  themselves  in  the  fall  and  live  through  the  winter 
in  the  ground  are  all  ready  to  grow  the  moment  spring  arrives.    They  have  a  start  on 
plants  put  out  in  the  spring  and  will  be  in  flower  long  before  them. 

In  the  fall,  you  see,  a  plant  can  grow  a  good  system  of  sturdy  roots.  Fall 
is  the  ideal  time  for  root  growth.    As  the  days  and  nights  grow  chilly,  top  growth 
slows  up,  but  the  ground  is  still  warm  from  the  summer,  and  likely  moist  from  fall 
rains,  ideal  for  underground  growth.     So  roots  can  grow  even  when  Jack  Frost  is 
taking  nips  above  ground.    In  the  spring,  it's  the  other  way  round.    The  air  often 
becomes  warm  and  balmy  while  the  ground  is  still  cold  from  melting  snow  and  ice. 
So  plants  are  likely  to  shoot  up  fast  before  the  roots  have  more  than  started. 
This  explains  why  perennials  planted  in  the  spring  may  make  a  fine  showing  at  first 
and  then  peter  out  later  in  the  season. 

Fall  planting  is  most  successful  in  parts  of  the  country  having  long,  moist 
autumns,  such  as  the  Atlantic  coast  regions.    The  South  and  the  Pacific  Coast  are 
also  favorable  regions  for  fall  planting  because  they  have  late  rains.    But  in  the 
Middle  West  and  the  Prairie  States  where  the  fall  is  likely  to  be  drier  and  the 
winters  early  and  severe,  spring  planting  may  be  better  for  many  perennials. 
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Now  let's  consider  what  flowers  to  plant  in  the  fall.    And  let's  consider 
"bulbs  first,  "because  almost  every  flower-gardener  plants  some  "bulbs  in  the  fall. 

I 

The  most  familiar  spring- flo\\rering  bulbs  are  the  narcissus,  tulips,  hyacinths  and 
crocus.    The  later  blooming  iris  and  a  number  of  lilies  belong  on  that  list  of 
familiars,  too.    Other  bulbs  giving  beautiful  spring  bloom  and  deserving  to  be 
better-known  are  the  scillas,  the  beautiful  little  grape-hyacinths,  and  the  white 
bell-like  snox^drops. 

Doubtless  European  conditions  will  result  in  a  scarcity  of  tulips,  hyacinths 
crocus,  scillas,  snow-drops  and  grape-hyacinths  this  fall.    Limited  amounts,  how- 
ever, will  be  available. 

In  general,  all  these  flowering  bulbs  do  better  if  you  plant  them  early 
than  late.    They  need  time  to  establish  their  roots  before  the  ground  freezes. 
Daffodils  are  so  adaptable  they  can  go  in  late  if  necessary.    Planted  as  late  as 
January  daffodils  will  still  bloom  in  the  spring,  but '  the  flowers  will  be  smaller. 

Otherwise,  the  fall-planting  schedule  for  bulbs  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  country  runs  about  like  this.    Lilies  go  in  the  ground  in  August;  narcissus, 
and  crocus  go  in  in  September.    You  can  still  put  in  tulips,  hyacinths,  snowdrops, 
and  scillas  if  you  do  it  right  away.    Farther  south,  of  course,  your  fall  planting 
schedule  will  be  later. 

Let's  consider  now  the  other  flowers  to  plant  in  the  fall.    This  is  the  time 
of  year  to  put  in  such  old  fashioned  favorites  as  peonies,  lilies  of  the  valley, 
bleeding  heart  and  primrose.    In  the  northern  part  of  the  country  peonies  and 
I  delphinium  do  best  if  you  plant  them  in  September.    Then  in  October  follow  up  with 
all  the  others — primrose,  bleeding  heart,  pink  or  white  phlox,  fragrant  lilies  of 
the  valley  and  pink  foxgloves,  showy  red  and  gold  gaillardias  and  your  other 
favorities.    As  a  general  rule,  perennials  which  bloom  in  early  spring  benefit  from 
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autumn  planting  while  those  which  "bloom  in  late  summer  or  early  autumn  go  into  the 

\ 

ground  in  the  spring. 

Fall  is  the  time  also  for  planting  many  shrubs  and  trees  that  "bloom  in  early 
spring — lilacs  and  hardy  roses,  for  example,  and  forsythia  and  Japanese  quince. 

And  finally,  just  "before  cold  weather  you  can  sow  a  number  of  annual  seeds. 
You  can  try  violet  and  pansy  seeds,  poppies,  hollyhocks,  annual  larkspurs,  candy- 
tuft, even  sweet  peas. 

But  whatever  you  plant  this  fall,  remember  these  important  points  about  fall 
planting:    First,  if  the  fall  happens  to  be  dry,  be  sure  to  keep  your  plants 
thoroughly  watered.     Second,  take  care  not  to  put  plants  in  a  low  damp  place.  At 
every  thaw  during  the  winter  water  will  run  in  on  their  roots  and  then  freeze  up 
later.    High  and  dry  places  are  better  for  plants  set  out  in  the  fall  even  though, 
in  high  and  dry  locations,  they  need  more  watering  and  plenty  of  mulch  for  winter 
protection.    For  that  matter,  any  plant  set  out  in  the  fall  needs  more  careful 
winter  protection  than  the  same  plant  set  out  in  the  spring. 


